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ACTIVITIES BEGIN AT 9:00 A.M, FAYETTE VALE 
Ye Prizes PRIZES 11! PRIZES 11! 


Ist Prize - Choice of Kenwood 185205 or ICOM 211. Vickers Electronics of 
Durham aided RARS in the purchase of this prize. 

2nd Prize - Kilowatt three-element Tri-Band beam. This prize presented by 
RARS. 


3rd Prize - C.D, E. Rotator. 


MANY OTHER PRIZES WILL BE DRAWN ALL DAY SUNDAY ! ! ! | 


¥e E-X -P-A-N -D-E-D FLEA MARKET (Covered) 
WALK TO NEARBY MOTELS AND RESTAURANTS 


*& FCC AMATEUR TESTS —9:00 A.M. sharp on Sunday, April 22nd. If you send a 


completed form 610 to the attention of the RARS Hamfest at the address shown on the bottom of 
this sheet you will be pre-registered to take the exam which will speed up your processing. 
This is recommended by the FCC. If you cannot mail the form in advance, please complete 
and bring it with you. Exam registration and assignment will be in the East Community Room 
of the Crabtree Valley Shopping Center. The community room is located on the rear upper 
deck of the Mall. 
TALK-IN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY Hospitality room at Crabtree Mall west community 
WR4ACF (146.04/146.64) ie room on Saturday evening, 7 til 11 P.M. 
WR4AOE (146.28/146.88) Social and Door Prizes ! ! ! 


FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, DETAILS, OR RESERVATIONS WRITE: 
RARS Hamfest, P, O. Box 17124, Raleigh, N.C. 27609 
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WR4ACF (146.04/64) 
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CHECKING WITH CHUCK 
by 
Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 
President, RARS 

If you plan to stay over Satur- 
day night at the Charlotte Hamfest, 
now is a good time to make your 
reservations. 

RARS has acquired a new slide 
projector for programs and pro- 
jects. Ron Oates, VP, would like 
to hear of any slide programs that 
might be of interest to members. 

Charlie Casey, AA4BA, has log 
sheets and application forms for 
DXC, SBDXCC, SBWAS, etc. 

Glad to hear Paul and Audrey 
Browne home from the hospital and 
active on the two meter RARS net. 


Also good to hear Harry Thompson, 


WB4HHI, active on the air again. 
The ARRL annual dues will go to 
$18.00 effective April 1, 1979. 
Life membership will go from $300 
to $450. 


members can extend their memberships 


Until April 1, current 


up to five years at the present rate 
of $12 a year. Life memberships 
will also be available at the pres- 
ent rate. 

RM-3314 is the number assigned 
the ARRL proposal for Novice use of 
220 mHz. RM-3313 has been assigned 
to the proposal to use FM down to 
52 mHz. Comments for each of these 
items are due by March 1, 1979 

The first phase of FCC license 
fee refunds will go into effect in 
about two months for fees received 
in excess of $20. 


From HR Report: a bill intro- 


duced in the Texas legislature would 


make anyone found guilty of causing SYMPATHY 

interference to any AM, FM, or TV RARS extends sympathy to Jesse 

broadcast subject to a fine of $100. Hodges, W4JG, whose sister died 
Kenwood is dropping its TR-7400 February 15. 

in favor of the more versatile Mrs. Mary Hodges May of 


TR-7625. Kinston was 100. 
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which never seemed to work and not 
2—METERS--A VEHICLE TO RE-VITALIZE 


YOUR INTEREST IN HAM RADIO being an electronics wizard, frus- 
By: Harry Thompson -— WB4HHI trated me. All this sort of drove 


me from amateur radio to the point 


Ham Radio is a great hobby. There of becoming inactive for almost two 
are many facets to it, such as working years, 
nets, chasing DX, bouncing signals off I, of course, was still inter- 
the moon or sattelites, WAS, WAC, rag ested in Ham Radio and certainly 
chewing and many others too numerous wanted to keep my license, but find- 
to name. ing my niche was a problem. 

A lot of these facets are rather Well, a friend of mine, a CB'er, 
expensive and time consuming and cannot wanted me to give him the novice test 
be enjoyed by all. If you don't find and that I did. He passed it with no 
the one interest that fits your pocket problem of course and within 12 to 18 
book and time allotment, the interest months was holding an extra class 
can vanish. license. He very quickly found his 

This I am sorry to say is my niche in Ham Radio and thereby began 
case. I started with working nets, to re=kindle the interest within me. 
this became too time consuming. I He was into and out of 2-meters 
tried chasing DX; this required, I before I had ever tried it. He had 
felt, equipment I could not purchase a 2-meter rig he wanted to sell for 
because of other commitments. I tried some reason, and my interest had been 


building equipment from scratch, built up to the point that I was 


ready to try this new area. try it and I'll wager they will be 
I bought his 2-meter rig and back into Ham Radio with newborn 


installed it in my car. Should I feelings before long. 


say more? Rarely in the 23 months 


RARS SALUTES 


I have had this radio, have I been 


anywhere without it--except to bed Rollin, N4AWR, who upgraded 
of course and as soon as I get a from General to Advanced 
power supply, I may consider that! John, WD4ODT, who upgraded 


The 2-meter mode of communication to General from Tech. 
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MINUTES OF RARS MEETING 


is unique. Unique in that it is. pretty 


much local and the people you meet on 


FEBRUARY 7, 1979 
the air you get to know probably better 


than on any other band. And this is The meeting was called to order 

what amateur radio is primarily about by RARS President Chuck Littlewood, 

to me. I have met numerous people on K4HF, at 7:45 p.m. Thirty-two 

the air and made several friends from persons signed the attendance roster. 

these contacts. It is really amazing C. T. West, editor of the RARS 

how much you have in common with newsletter, set a deadline of 10 

others once you get to know them. days after the regular RARS meeting 
My interests in Ham Radio are for input to him for the next 

again turning to building equipment, month's newsletter. 

experimenting to some degree, acquiring Bill Feehan, RARS treasurer, 

more equipment and exploring other summarized our financial position. 

areas. I feel that I owe this to We had a net gain of about $2,400 

a2-meters. It has really stimulated for 1978 with a year-end bank bal- 

my interests and it will probably keep ance of $4,600. 

them growing. RARS Station W4DW received an 
So, if you know a Ham that has ARRL Brass Pounders League Certifi- 

become bored with Ham Radio and has cate for 216 message originations 


not tried 2-meters, get him or her to at Crabtree Mall at Christmas. WB4TOP 


was also awarded a BPL certificate. 

A motion was made and passed to 
purchase a well-equipped slide pro- 
jector at a maximum cost of $250. 

Bert Bailey, WLFMN, EC for Wake 
County, reported on the January 
Simulated Emergency Test (SET). 
Bert said membership participa- 
tion could have been a little 
heavier. 

Bob Corns, K4MC, indicated that 
recent contact with the FCC at Nor- 


folk disclosed the FCC is seeking 


any help RARS members can provide in 


solving RFI and TVI problems in 
this area. 

Jim Bradley, WA4AOO, mentioned 
there were approximately 20 persons 
in each of the Novice and General 
amateur license classes at NCSU. 

Those of you who didn't stay 
around after the meeting missed a 
great cup of Ron Oates! coffee. 

Harry Thompson, WD4HHI, won the 
privilege of writing an article for 
RARS News. Ed Stephenson, AB4sS, 
won a two meter mobile antenna in 


the monthly drawing. 


(Editor's note: RARS President 


Chuck Littlewood and member Rollin 


Ransom provided the minutes of the 
February meeting. Snow cut sharply 


into attendance at the meeting. ) 


by Ron, AA4VK 


The 2M DX alert simplex frequency 
at 146.58 MHz has really been busy 
with local DX activity. AA43A4, 
KBYBH, WA4YTLI, WAYYOM, AA4VK, 
WAYPDP, KYNYV, wWHYZX, K4Bwc, 
AAYNC, and WAYEXW are now on 58/58 
and KAYAVO and WA4JJW should be 
joining in soon. The following is 
a suggested procedure..."DX alert, 
DX alert - Guam Island at 28.550 
MHz from WAYEXW". 


The Eastern North Carolina DX Club 
will get together on Saturday, 
March 10 at The Barbeque Lodge 

on Hope Mills Rd (Highway 59) in 
Fayettville, N.C. The following 
is the program: 


3:30 - 4:30 PM DX Forum 

4:30 - 5:00 Pil Business Meeting 

5:30 --6:30 PM Barbeque & chicken 
(all you can eat) 

7:00 —- 8:30 Pi Navassa Island 
DxXpedition slide 
presentation by 
WA4+SSU of the 
Atlanta Ss. 
Atlantic DX 
Association 


Reservations may be made by calling Jim speaks, it's like "#.F.Hutton", 
Will Roberts, AAYNC at 737-5066 or the DX listens. 

Ron Oates at 787-3640 no later than 
Thursday, March 8. $5.00 will cover 
the evening meal and door prize 


VA4JIN, Ken has just finished build- 

ing an SB-221 and should be over- 

: loading our receivers from Wendell 

drawings. : 
about now. Ken was enough competi- 

UPCOMING DXPEDITIONS tion for RARS DxX'ers working 200 


countries “barefoot”. 


Bouvet 3Y5C1 Now! 
Tromelin FR7ZL Now! 
Honduras HRQL Now! DX WORKED 
Galapagos WA1SQB/HC8 Mar. 1/7 erga asi. 7 
Sas Thome S9CBS Mar. KA4AVO A35CR 
Chagos VQ9 Mar. 10 KL7JEF ** 
Andamans VU Mar. AANBA STSHF 
Spratly 1513 Mar. 29 JY9DI ** 
Aves YVGAA April 7/14 KB4BH A7XAH 
Guinea 3X April TYSAA 
; : N4YEX A51 PN 
Speculation continues to grow ona WALEXW JHLARC * 
Ossible B i i j MLC a 
possible BY, China operation this WALITH DU2BG 
year. The latest rumors are based LU3ZY 
on unofficial comments made by the KANYV aviv pre 
1) v 
Chinese group during a visit to the WAY PDP FW@TT * 
Smithsonian Institute. Th ae RALNC 
nsonian Ins ute e comment qBUSPC VU2DK ¥ 

"If you do not have a QSL card from AAUVK 8Q7AF 
Chi ou will soon", - Thi 7 attr. 

na, y > wi soon nama apse ABUYBF ON1 MM 
from the West Coast DX Bulletin. ST 5Cu 

ALY OM FwoTtT * 
DUO % 
UPCOMING DX CONTESTS WH YZX aes 4% 
YL-OM Cw Mar, 3/4 * ’ 
ARRL DX Phone Mar. 3/4 cen ee 
ARRL DX Cw ilar. 17/18 
CQ WPX Phone Mar, 24/25 
CQ WPX CW Hay 26/27 QSL' ing 
The ARRL's new outgoing QSL service 

RARS DX*ERS has been doing a booming business 


WB4YSPC, Jim has raised his antenna TnDa Det he Relate eae ae ope 
This is by far the least expensive 
QSL method available to DxX'ers. 


For anyone not familiar with this 


array to 50 feet and is cracking 
through the pile-ups regularly. 


Evidence - India on 10 meters. 
service, it works like this: (1) 


JAYEXW has added an MLA-2500 to arrange DX QSL's alphabetically by 
the station lineup, feeding a 3- prefix, using the ARRL DXCC countries 
element yagi at 70 feet. when list, (2) enclose the address label 


from a recent QST, (3) enclose an 
SASZ so that ARKL can acknowledge 
receipt of your QSL's, (4) enclose 
payment of 31.00, and (5) send to 
ARRL QSL Bureau, 225 Main Street, 
Newington, Connecticut 06111. A 
list of countries for which QSL's 
may be forwarded is shown on page 
73 Of the February, 1979 issue of 
Qors 


Don't start looking in your mailbox 
too soon for QSi's by this method. 
It does require PATIENCE. Allow 
about 6 months turn around for 

most countries and about a year 

for Russian QSL's. 


WHEN AND WHER TO LISTEN 


WHZ GMT 
3Y1VC 14.030 0000 Daily 
1U3ZY 14.220 0100 Mon. 
Pe SLP/ SV7 0,345 240. “2330 
nat iil 2137-51 92100 M/ W/F 
5U7AG 14.265 0500 Sun. 
9X5PP 206276 2900 Sate 
HV3Sd 21.280 Sate 
H5AA 14.258 0500 Sate Suns 
TJ1LAB 14.245 2100 Daily 
OY5d Pie soo) 700 Thurs. 
4S7EA 14.248 2330 Phy 
3V8BV 28.502 1400 Sat. 
F6FFQ/TT8 14,105 #1600 Daily 
FH80M 14.330 0330 
FH8CY 14.225 1400 
ST 2HF 21.303 1950 
TJ1BB 21.275 1400 =e 
3V8BA £Y,270° 2200 
3V8B2 14.270 0500 Fri. 
ZD9GH 14.248 2000 Sata 
HS1ABD 28.515 0100 Sun. 


March and the period during the spring 
equinox should provide the best DX 
conditions seen in several years. The 
Swiss Federal Observatory at Zurich, 
Switzerland is predicting a smoothed 
sunspot number of 136 for March. ‘The 
peak of Sunspot Cycle 20 reached onty 
lll during November of 1968. Cycle 21 
is still climbing and some experts are 
predicting the highest level ever 
recorded. Look for unusual propagation 
on 1O Meters, such ag "lone path” to 
Japan during the morning and 59+ signals 
from Japan and Asiatic Russia during 
early evening. look for other long 
path openings during early morning 

and late afternoon. 


“with the excellent conditions ahead and 
the March contests coming up, this 
should be a great month for DX*'ing. 


73 es Gud Dx 
Ron, AA4VK 


MOR# RARS DATERS NEWS 


Congratulations goes to AA4VK, Ron, 
whose X£YL has allowed him to add an 
addition 30 feet to his tower now 
totaling a "mere" 100 feet. Linda, 
the forementioned XYL, hasn't decided 
what sign she is going to put at the 
tov of Ron's tower, yet. Anyhow, 
Linda is especially glad that Ron has 
such a hobby of ham radio rather than 
something that would keep him away 
from home. She also wants to 
congratulate AAHVK on writing such 
nice articles. It's not the typing 
she minds but the fact that AA4VK 


waits until the very last minute 


to want it done. She gives AAYVK a 


FOR SALE: HW-101, new, in 


little "lip" and then gracefully does original carton, never unpacked, 


the typing. With that I close and 


Saves 4 


with AC power supply and 400 Hz 


73 es Gud Luck CW filter. $425. Call John, 


AANVK's XYL, Linda WDLODT, 787-5417. 


= 


SOME THOUGHTS ON TAKING THE FCC 20 WPM CODE TEST 
by N4AWR 


Here I sit in a chair in the Norfolk office of the FCC. How 
I got here,or why, I'll never know. I, who a mere 18 months ago 
thought that e gamma match was some sort of electronic chgerette 
lighter, was about to embark upon whas had been, at one time, an 
absolutely unattainable goal. I was about to face the FCC 20 wPM 
code test, But after weeks of hard and arduous study was I nervous, 
upetight, and anxious? You're damn right I was. Before the test I 
had made light of the situation with my fellow hams who had come to 
Norfolk for this same type of self-imposed torture, But now I cursed 
my fate, 

The examineer told me to put the earphones on, (at the time I 
had extreme difficulty locating my head). She instructed me to ture 
up the volume button, Not being able to locate the volume button, and 
wanting to do something so as not to appear as a complete idiot in her 
presence, I unbuttoned my shirt, I found this extremely difficult 
since my shirt had a sipper front, 

Suddenly the comforting words of the instructor emerged from the 
headphones: "This is the FCC 20 WPM test-etc., etc.," At this point I 
was trying to ascertain which end of the pencil I was to use. (First things 
first, you know). Having solved that knotty problem I sat poised for 
the first test sentence. It started. My God,I thought, surely they 


have made a horrendous mistake. This is bound to be 40 WPM, minumin, 


Hang in their baby, 1 was under the impression that there was suppesed 
to be a space placed in there somewhere between the characters, but I 
heard none, Just solid sound, I had my first inkling that I just might 
be in for a mite of trouble, But after a brief moment of panic things 
began to fall into place: my heart, my spirit, and my arches to be exact, 
Don't panic I said to myself (a most rediculous thought at best), 
The first string of V's came floating over the air. 1 confidently 
copied them as K's, 1 knew that the call signs would be next. Be sure 
to get them, dummy, They came, as expected, Oh well, they have to come 
at the end of the QSO anyhow so better luck next time, (Mental nove: 
most U.S. call signs don't start with a BR). Next will come the RST 
twice. Be ready man, First time I copy: 589. (so far, so good), Second 
time I copy: 478, Panic reigns, Which is correct? I want to ask him to 
QSM but realize that this is sheer lunicy, Settle down, man, You're 
becoming a babbling idiot. Next will come the guy's name, I get: 
ELLIOTT, Ha,hat Perfect. Correct spelling and all I'm thinking. 
Meanwhile, basking in this unexpected success, the next three words sent 
are completely lost forever in the abyss I humerously refer to as my brain, 
Get the QTH turkey. Here it comes, I copy it as GRIVITXMOSNIK, 
PK, Not once, but twice! Somehow this didn't strick me as being a 
very popular American town. Maybe they won't ask for his QTH. (Maybe it 
won't snow at the North Pole either). 
Now begins the QSO, a friendly little chit-chat between tworhams upon 
whom I] am eavesdropping. And to whom it doesn't really matter because 
they know perfectly well that I don't have the foggiest notion as to 
what they are saying. Suddenly, from the gibberish which I am writing 
comes the word GENERAL. (Oh heavenly bliss, I haven't completely lost 
my mind) and a short bit later the number 2 (or was it 3) YEARS. Sonnow 
I know that he has had a general ticket for 2 (or 3) years, (As it 


turned out in the question he worked for either GENERAL telephone, GENERAL 


dynamics, or GENERAL foods for either 2 or $vyears). 
But I pgess on and continue to copy (a rediculous endeavor to say 
the least), At this point I have deceided that the sender is Russian 
and that, from the looks of my paper, 1 am copying him in his native 
language, (Either that or Egyptian). 
Finally comes the blessed releif: AR (or was it SK?) (no matter), 
I'm ready, The test comes and I immediately look for the question 
concerning the sender's name, Do you think for one minute they ask me? 
No way!. They couldn't cutout his name was, Mg-heart drops to the 
same level as my arches, My one chance to shine and the FCC 
deprives me of it. 
Next question: what were the call signs? i'm confident that they were 
W7BT and W6DC. But somehow the FCC had the rediculous impression that 
they were either W7IDT, WSDCE, WSDCI, W/7IBM, or all of the above, At 
this point I broke my pencil and sobbed a little, 
Next question: what bands did the station work most of the time? 
I look back at my notes (notes is an extremely ludricous term. A six day 
old Rhesus monkey could have written more legibly than I had). Suddenly 
the word METER springs miraculously from the page (will wonders 
never cease?) and I deceipher that the sender worked mostly the 17 meter 
and the 36 meter bands, Un fortunately none of these bands appear as one 
of my choices, I begin to sob a bit more heavily. 
At this point one of the attractive examineers puts her hand 
on my shoulder to try to control my hysterical sobbing (and, no doubt, 
to try to prevent complete psychological breakdown on-my part). Her 
action helps slightly, but the glaze in my eyes makes further concentration 
an absolute impossibility. 
I hand her my paper for correcting and after a few moments of 
uncontrolable laughter on her part she softly informs me that "you 


didn't quite make it," Big deal! Hell, I knew that from the first series 


of K's that I copied. Fact is I probably missed 11 out of 10 question, 
I distinctly remember marking one question twice, 

There is some pelioe in this episode, however. If the FCC ever 
comes up with a 20 WPM tape sent by a Russian, in Russian, who works 
mostly the 17 and 36 meter bands, who lives in GRIVITZMOSNIK, PK, whose 

call sign begins with a BR, and whose name is ELLIOTT, I'll have it 
made, 

Such is the life of this imbecilic individual known as a ham 
radio operator, I vowed, upon leaving the building, that I would 
never again put myself through such an ignomineous, humiliating 

experience, Never, never again, Then’ the way back home I purchased 
a 22 WPM code tape. 1 sure wish I could figure out why this is such 
a great hobby, 
Respectfully submitted (if I can smuggle it out of ny 
rubber room) 
N4AWR 
(or is it M4AWK. I didn't copy 
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RARS NEEDS ADVERTISERS dar on the back. 
The editor inadvertently put 


either) 


Fane ASO NCE ROT NE I ee eS ee 


RARS News needs advertisers. January on the February issue and 


mec ere Pervice that did not note the error until the 


rad erators need, RARS : 
Sage eoh opera : issue was printed. 


members need to know about it. Tell This explanation is for those 


them about it in the RARS News. sharp-eyed readers who may have won- 


Don't forget wives read it too. dered why we had two January issues. 


TWO JANUARY ISSUES ae RED 
The last January issue of RARS 
News, Issue 112, was not really the FOR SALE: Heath SB-220 Linear 
January issue. It was the February Amplifier. Make offer. John, K4VLI, 


issue. It had the February calen- 872-6025. 


RARS CALENDAR 


March 7 March 24, 25 

Regular RARS meeting. Hamfest, Charlotte, N. C. 
March 17, 18 April 4 

Convention, Greenville, S. C. Regular RARS meeting. 
March 21 


RARS Advisory Board meeting. 


RARS meets each first Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 


West Community Room of Crabtree Valiey Mall. 


RARS TWO METER FM NET — Meets 8:00 p.m. every night 
146.04/146.64 Repeater 
RARS 10 METER SSB NET — Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Nights 
7:00 p.m. — 28.540 MHz 


RALEIGH AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY, INC. 
POST OFFICE BOX 17124 
RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA 27609 
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